: N.0.DA. )-

Worthern Qhio 'Ih'cssaﬂe MAssoctation

NODA News %

www.nodarider.org January 2007

The Grand Haven Experience

Luxury Boarding Facility to Premier Show Grounds!
By Kimberly Moody, Noda News Editor

Shortly after arriving at Grand Haven Stables you realize you are at a top notch facility. And, if
you have had the pleasure of meeting John and Robyn, it doesnd take long to realize that this top
notch facility is owned and managed by incredibly dedicated people.

John Ambrose had spend time working at Thistledown and has always had a love of horsgs.
Robyn and Johné daughter shared this passion and love and as a teen wanted to own her own horse.
When they would travel to shows, John noticed that many of the venues were held in indoor arenas
that were aged and often times not well maintained. It was then he decided he would really likgt9Grand Haven
build a fiHall for Horsesd. One that was elegant and celebrated the grandeur of the horse and our Coat of Arms dis-
sport. played at the ente

The plans to build Grand Haven began. With John working as the general contractor, two [erewesand exit
worked day and night to finish building by the scheduled grand opening. Robyn and John algairiveways.
worked nonstop to develop the atmosphere they hoped would be enjoyed by boarders and visitars
alike. Both of them really love England, and so they wanted to base the interior design to convey the English feel. Th
achieved this with shields, swords, period pictures, and coat of arms hung for décor. The name Grand Haven itself we
conglomeration of English names that John and Robyn had tossed around when trying to find that perfect name for the
stable.

In 1994, Grand Haven held ités grand opening as a boarding facility providing quality care and hosting many on site
shows and clinics throughout the year. Boarders would enjoy a beautiful indoor arena (806x 2049, or fiGrand Hallo, to
school and show their horses year round. If the weather was nice there was a riding area outside that they could enjo
well as a lot of pasture area for grazing their horses.

Robyn and John put on their running shoes and began their working partnership as managers and owners of this pi
miere facility. Not only were they managing the day to day responsibilities, John was also doing some training and se
ing of horses, they had some lesson horses and were giving lessons, and Grand Haven was host to many clinics and
horseshows celebrating the many disciplinesmbined training, hunter/jumper, western pleasure, and dressage. It was
dressage though that captivated them and the community had voiced a need for a premier show facility tailored to the
needs of dressage.

Working closely with the dressage community John and Robyn found their niche and began to expand the grounds
Grand Haven. Two show barns were added that

housed 56 box stalls and two wash stalls. A
bigger outdoor warm up arena was added meas-
uring 1506x 2504 giving ample room for com-
petitors at large shows to warm up. Three out-
door show rings were added to allow for large
recognized competitions and each ring has a
small judges shed to keep the judges comfort-
able as well as competitors.

A small show stall barn (the F barn) was
added housing 10 stalls, however when NODA

The front of Grand Havens indoor facilities. This was the only building| moved their recognized show their, Robyn and
when they opened in 1994. Inside houses an indoor arena 806x 2044 38 box | John realized more room was needed to accom-
stalls- each having their own tack locker located right outside each stalll modate this show and expanded the barn mak-
wash stalls, a heated viewing room, two bathrooms, locker room/dress NHg the stalls larger and adding 10 more to total
room, laundry room, upstairs viewing gallery, show office, and concessi
area.
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