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All in the Family 
by Karen Donley-Hayes 

 
I picked a fine time to get out of breeding! But I wanted to ride and show, and after 20-some-odd years of breeding ï 

a full time job in and of itself, not to mention the full time job I had to finance it all ï  it was time to downsize. 
     I decided to keep one horse: my favorite mare, Indigo, and one of the early products of my breeding adventures. 
F oaled in 1996, she is by m y late S w edish stallion Johanniter, and is out of Iagoôs Q uicksilver. Indy w as everything I 
wanted, and although I started her lightly under saddle when she was a three-year-old, she subsequently became one of 
my foundation broodmares. She produced three of the best horses I bred. Her first foal, Mackinaw, a colt by the Swedish 
Olympic stallion Amiral, was exported to Canada. Her second foal, Rainier, another colt, by the Swedish stallion  
Absolut (standing at Lake Erie College), stayed local and is owned by Sarah Nather. And her last foal, Nova Scotia, yet 
another colt by the Swedish stallion Amorex (himself by the aforementioned Amiral) moved to the St. Louis area when 
he was 10 months old. 
     W ith N ovaôs departure (he w as the last of the horses on the farm ) and Indy being boarded at C ornerstone F arm  in 
Burton, my husband and I sold the farm, bought a house in Garrettsville, and took up the life of villagers. With no farm 
to run concurrently with working full-time, I was able to devote my evening and weekend time to riding Indigo, who 
after having been a broodmare, was to become my riding horse. 
     What a wonderful and rewarding adventure this has been! With the help of Barb Soukup, I started seriously riding 
and training Indy in the late fall of 2005 after w eaning N ova, w ith the goal of show ing ñsuccessfullyò in 2006. I defined 
m y goal of ñsuccessò as qualifying as an A dult A m ateur, at T raining L evel, for the 2006 R egion 2 C ham pionships. A fter 
som etim es not even sw inging m y leg over a horse for years, I w as consistently back in the saddle, although it w asnôt  
always a pretty sight. Indigo is a talented, capable horse, but hanging out in the pasture having babies, and not starting 
her life as a dressage horse until she was 10 years old presented us both with some challenges, and Barb had her work 
cut out for her trying to teach us! 
     B ut w e w ent to the show s, and gradually, our scores crept up, the com m ents of ñtoo heavy on the forehandò and 
ñneeds balanceò becam e few er and farther betw een, and by early A ugust, w e had earned our qualifying scores. Iôm  sure I 
presented quite a spectacle leaping around the show office with glee after getting my final qualifying score, but it was so 
exciting to have achieved this. And the road there was FUN! If I could say nothing else about the riding and showing 
experience in 2006, at least I could say that ï  I had a wonderful time; Indy is a delightful, sweet, willing horse, who 
makes the entire experience entertaining on top of being a bit competitive. 
     To make matters even better, Sarah Nather, under the tutelage 
of her trainer Kelli Flanagan-Kovacik, tackled the show world 
w ith Indyôs second baby, R ainier, w ho w as five-years-old in 2006. 
S arahôs goal w as sim ilar to m ine ï to qualify with Rainier at Train-
ing Level for the Junior/Young rider division. It was so fun to 
spend time at the shows together, with this mother and son horse 
combination, cheering each other on! We even arranged it at a few 
shows that we stabled together. Years after they were weaned, 
Indy and Rainier were side by side again. We found the arrange-
ment sentimental, although I think the sentiment was lost on Indy 
and her son; they couldnôt have cared less. B ut, a good tim e w as 
had by all; Sarah accomplished her goal, too ï in fact, she and 
Rainier got their qualifying scores before Indigo and I did! 
     In September, the crowd of us headed South to Paxton Farm for 
the Region 2 Championships. 
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Indigo, on the left, and her son Rainier, on the 
right, discuss the day's events at Grand Haven in 
July.   


